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The President began the meeting by stating that he had asked to see Mr. 
Whitehouse in order to express personal appreciation for Mr. Whitehouse's 
selfless and dedicated service in Vietnam. The President emphasized that 
he was aware of the contributions that Mr. Whitehouse had made there. 

The President then asked Mr. Whitehouse for an appraisal of the situation 
in Vietnam. Mr. WTiitehouse responded that the situation in III Corps 
with which he was most familiar, especially in the area of pacification, 
had improved exponentially after the Cambodian operation. Security in the 
countryside had improved markedly. Roads were now open, homes were 
being built and the rural economy had brought a great deal of economic 
benefit to the farmers and peasants. The so-called countryside had turned into 
a Honda economy. 


Mr. Whitehouse continued by referring to the enemy infrastructure which 
remained the most worrisome aspect of the guerrilla conflict. He was 
confident that real progress had been made and probably to a degree greater 
than had been measurable. This was largely a result of improved living 
conditions and the attraction of allegiance to the Central Government in an 
affluent atmosphere. He added that it was difficult for a revolutionary to 
move into a static configuration. 


The President remarked that none of these achievements would have resulted 
had U.S. forces been withdrawn precipitously in response to the urging of 
strong domestic pressure at the time he became President. The President 
added that the great compulsion to democratize developing States was frequently 
misinformed and indicated a misunderstanding by proponents of the true forces 
at work in rudimentary or developing society. 
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The President recall^ the situation in Ghana in 1957 during which the 
Governor General, Arden Clark, had emphasized the need for strong 
authoritarian leadership. The President also pointed out that in Latin 
America the models were quite evident and that the American conception 
of democracy was just not suitable at the current state of development 
of the Latin American countries. 

The President then asked Mr. Whitehouse for his views on the Laotian 
operation. Mr. Whitehouse answered that he felt it was a sound decision 
to attempt to cut the enemy's lines of supply and that it was a logical r . 
complement to the Cambodian operations. 

Mr. Whitehouse continued his description of the situation in South Vietnam 
by indicating that he was optimistic about the future as a result of the great 
accomplishments of the past two years. He noted that he was especially 
impressed with the Province Chiefs who had departed from their former 
pattern of the purely warlord approach to one of practicing politicians. 

He had observed the Province Chiefs moving into the countryside, meeting 
regularly with and communicating with the populace. All of this suggested 
a sound and effective control by the Federal Government and a system 
responsive to the needs of the people. He cautioned, however, that in his 
view the economy was an area which required careful watching as Vietnamization 
progressed. 

The President then asked Mr. Whitehouse what his future assignment would 
be and pointed out that he anticipated it would be a position of substantial 
responsibility. The President commented that Secretary Rogers had 
mentioned the possibility of having Mr. Whitehouse replace Assistant 
Secretary Collins in the Public Affairs area at State but the President noted 
that he was not sure that this would be the best utilization of Whitehouse' s 
experience. General Haig interjected that consideration had also been given 
to Mr. Whitehouse as a possible replacement for Mr. Habib in Paris,, or 
some other departmental assignment with more substantive responsibility. 

The President stated that no decision had been made on Mr. Whitehouse 's 
future but that careful consideration would be given in the weeks ahead to 
insure that his potential was appropriately utilized. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:37 p. m. 
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